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AMENDMENTS 

In the Description: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 7, in line 20, with this paragraph. 
Please see Attachment Showing Description Amendment for a marked up version of 
the amended paragraph in which the insertion is underlined. 

In many cases, for example in lithographic printing where the ink trains can be 
seven yards (6.4 meters) long or more, it can be more effective and more convenient 
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plate or blanket cylinders. Introducing the tack-reducing solvent at an earlier point in 
the ink train may be more effective because it prevents increase in the tack of the ink 
in non-print areas all along the ink train from the point of introduction of the solvent, 
which prevents formation of tacky ink build-up that can break off and be slung by the 
high speed of the rollers to another point that could smudge the print or break the 
web. Introducing the tack-reducing solvent at an earlier point in the ink train may also 
be more convenient for positioning tack-reducing solvent delivery lines. FIG. 2 shows 
one preferred delivery of the tack-reducing solvent through the ink train in a two-fluid 
offset printing process that prints both the top and the bottom of a web. The ink train 
includes an upper ink fountain 60 and lower ink fountain 160, both containing ink, and 
an upper dampener 61 and lower dampener 161, both containing fountain solution. 
Ink fountain rollers 62 and 162 pick up ink from the ink fountain. Various rollers 63 to 
75 and 163 to 175 transfer the ink to the plate cylinders 80 and 180, respectively. 
Rollers 76-78 and 176-178 transfer the fountain solution to plate cylinders 80 and 
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180, respectively. The rollers 63 to 75 and 163 to 175 include both vibrator rollers and 
distributor rollers in a configuration representative of commercial presses of this kind. 
The ink is finally delivered to the plate cylinders 80 and 180. Printing plates, not 
shown are clamped around the plate cylinders and provide an inked image that is 
transferred to the blanket cylinders 82 and 182. The blanket cylinders 82 and 182 are 
in rolling contact with opposite sides of the web, not shown, and the ink images are 
offset or transferred to the web. (In a press that prints only one side of the paper, the 
blanket cylinder is in rolling contact, through the web, with an impression cylinder on 
the other side of the web.) 


In the Claims: 

Please amend claims 1, 7, 14, and 16. Please see Attachment Showing Claim 
Amendments for a marked up version of the amended claims in which insertions are 
underlined and deletions are bracketed. 


1. (amended) ' A method, comprising steps of: 



/Ja) printing with a printing unit having adjacent, rotating ink rollers w said ink rollers 
/having a central print area and terminal non-print areas, by applying ink to a first ink 
roller, the ink being transferred to the print areas and non-print areas of successive 
adjacent ink rollers and finally printed in an image on a paper substrate; 
(b) delivering a tack-reducing solvent at a pre-determined rate to the non-print 
afeas-of^a^cond ink roller^wherein the tack-reducing solvent is transferred from the 
non-print areas^oflhe second ink roller to the non-print areas of successive adjacent 


3 


